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ABSTRACT: The Almohads inherited a vast geographical space
characterized by the diversity of its social structure. While endeavoring to unify
the Islamic Maghreb and subjugate its inhabitants, they had to deal with the
Hilalians, who had already settled in the Islamic Maghreb in the fifth century
AH (11 A.D.).

This endeavor required a tight multi-tool strategy and a variety of
mechanisms to ensure political stability, social harmony, and control over this
space, on the one hand, and to use the Hilalians in realizing the Almohad
political project on the other hand, especially the part of it that was related to
the Andalusi side, where Islamic rule was already retreating significantly.

This research paper secks therefore to monitor the Almohad mechanisms
that were used in the subjugation of Hilalian tribes, focusing on the nature of
these mechanisms, whether at the level of tools, systems or texts and discourses.
The latter reflect, in their entirety, the Almohad authority's vision and approach
to dealing with nomadic elements, especially since the issue of subjugating
nomadic groups was problematic for the majority of political forces throughout
history. In order to grasp the strategic depth of these mechanisms and their
use, this study relies mainly on official Almohad sources consisting of missives
and appointment ceremonies.

Through this article, we will monitor the mechanisms of direct and indirect
subordination adopted by the Almohad authority, both militarily and peacefully,
at the first friction stations. Then he used religious discourse to adapt the
behavior of Banu Hilal as well as to master the jurisprudence of dealing with
their leaders and elders. The Adoption of administrative systems and traditions
in organizing Arab affairs, such as appointments, and trying to involve them in
celebrations. As well as, the policy of neutralizing them from the rebellious
movements in the region.

Keywords: Hilalians; Almohads; Subjugation; Islamic Maghreb; Arab tribes;
Al-Andalus; The Almohad project; Arab sheikhs; Rebel movements; Edicts.
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des annales islamologiques 21, le Caire, 2001, p206.
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Jos¢ Ramirez del Rio: Documentos sobre el papel de los arabes hilalies en el al-Andalus

almohade: traduccion y analisis, AL-QANTARA XXXV 2, julio-diciembre 2014, CSIC, Madrid,
pp. 359-396.

Victoria Aguilar: Aportacion de los drabes nomadas a la organizacion militar del ejéreito
almohade, AL-QANTARA XIV, 1993, CSIC, Madrid, pp. 393-415.
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29) Pascal BUREST et Hicham EL AALLAOUL: Gouverner I’Empire. La nomination des

fonctionnaires provinciaux dans I’empire almohade (Maghreb, 1224-1269), Casa de Velazquez,
Madrid, 2013, p361-363.---- 30) Pascal BURESI: ibid, p 363.---- 31) Pascal BURESI, : ibid, p 363.
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D. S. Richards: St Catherine's Monastery and the Bedouin: archival documents of the fifteenth
and sixteenth centuries, dans le livre: Le Sinai de la conquéte arabe & nos jours, édité par Jean-
Michel Mouton, Institut Frangais D'archéologie Oriental, cahier des annales islamologiques 21, le
Caire, 2001, p151. )
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